> ee 


—_— ae ww 





Ehibverszalist Magazine. 








——— - = 7 


PUBLISHED SATURDAYS, BY H. BOWEN, NO, 4, PROVINCE-HOUSE ROW, NEAR THE OLD SOUTIL..$ 2,50 PER ANNvuoi.-$2, IF PAID IN 





i 


ADVANCE 








BOSTON, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 182%. 


SSS SEE ee 
NO, 15. 








FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


A REVERY. 





At this mild and welcome season of the year, when | 


the ardor of summer is succeeded by the mild tempera- 


ture of September, and the flowery decorations of 


spring are exchanged for the rich golden fleece and 
luxurious fruits of Autumn; and the bonnty of the 
Creator is made conspicuous in every thing we behold ; 
the prospect of the surrounding scenery, and the sub- 
jects that spontaneously crowd upon the mind for con- 
templation, though perhaps less vivid and animating, 
are not less grateful, and soothing to the philosophic 
and reflecting mind. 

A few evenings since, as I was walking in a beanti- 


habitant of Benares, proving the divinity of the Sansc- | 
rit of Brama from its having been communicated to | 


a - _— 


erations. There was little but confusion and discorf 
to be seen or heard in the vale. It is true, Sincerity 


him from the Supreme ; the Hindoo, not doubting the | was sometimes seen mingling in the throng, but so be- 
correctness of his Shasters ; the Scythian, equally zeal-| smeared with the mire of the fens, that she had lost 
ous for the truth of his Wolupso; the priest of Japan,| half of her original beauty. And besides, she was 
a zealous devote to his Sinto; and his despised oppo-| prostituted to such vile objects that more than half the 
nent and fellow-islander, equally hating the Sinto and: benefits resulting from her influence were lost. ‘The 
maintaining his Budso. multitudes were seen constantly varying their position, 

This innumerable concourse of people, all without | and changing their appearance ; sometimes separated 
exception, seemed to have some faint idea of the tem- | into distinct parcels; at others, indiscriminately mix- 
ple of happiness, and were anxious to reach it. But; ing together. They were constantly turning and cross- 
‘in what it consisted, or where to find it; no one seem- img each others’ paths: and what seemed unaccounta- 
‘ed to know. Whenever they attempted to move to- | ble was, that those travelling in the same direction 
iwards it, Ignorance, who was inimical to Happiness, | and upon the same road, would often fall out by the 





ful grove, 2 few rods to the west of my boarding place, |them within her gloomy cell. Whenever they at-| 
just as the setting sun was sinking behind the penroniad, ese to raise their eyes towards the top of the 
mountains. and his departing rays still hung upon the mountain where stood the temple of happiness, Super- | 
distant hills, and seemed to linger to kiss the waving | stition would instantly spread over theit eyes her dark | 
erove, | was contemplating on the charms, the beau- ‘and impervious vail, and hide it from their view. As 
ties and the bounties of nature, and from theuce raised Ignorance and Superstition, being twin-sisters and in- 
my mind ** up to nature’s God.” I thought on the |separable companions, united all their efforts, their 
greatness and the goedness of God; and contrasted it | power was by no means inconsiderable in confining 
with the littleness, insignificance and folly of man. 1) their unhappy captives in this gloomy vale. And they 
reflected on the disparity of sentiment on religious sub-| were much assisted in this by Tradition,who was their 
iects—the different views inv regard to our Maker—the ‘usual companion, who was constantly whispering se- 
inconsistences of the same—the superstition, the folly,|cretly in each of their ears that they were travelling | 
the quarrels and discord, among mankind. Thus mus- on their direct road to happiness, and that all were | 


i e . . 

' was sure to load them with hearty chains and confine | way, and contend in the bitterest manner. 
j 

} 


Each party seemed anxious that all others should 


follow with them ; and still, were sure to quarrel with 


them if they did. Intolerance now made her appear- 
ance and pretended to superior knowledge, sanctity 
and authority from heaven, in justification of her con- 


duct. Her eyes darted fury and indignation. Her 


countenance was distorted with angry frowns. Inher 
hand glittered the uplifted sword of persecution: and 
wherever any refused to receive her creeds implicitly, 


or to conform to her ceremonial services, she sheathed 
it in their bosoms, exulted in view of the crimson gore 


that moistened her path, and feasted her eyes on the 
blood of innocence that she had shed. She disregard- 


ing, | seated myself under a venerable oak, and invol-| going wrong who did not go the way they were trav- | ed the tenderest ties and feelings of kindred nature.— 


untarily fell‘into the following revery : and fancy doubt- | elling: and so powerful was her influence that they all | The father, the mother, the husband, the wife and the 


less assisted. in pointing and presenting the picture in| believed her, without once inquiring of “any other | child, she would tear asunder or mangle and destroy 
glowing colors to my mind. ‘guide. Another powerful enemy to their ascending | them before each other's ps dee The shrieks of despair 

low in prospect before me a lofty mountain of the the mountain was bigotry: for she would never allow ,and the groans of the dying wea the sweetest music 
nest sublime €beautifel appearance,on the top of which her votaries to think for themselves, nor to feel for the | that could greet her ears. Ata view of the last de- 
stood the Temple of Happivess, containing the ark of miseries of others: and this power, so far as capable, |scribed scene, Candor, who had had no hand in the 


i . . . 
beige ' . sacti F ; ‘ ' : . 
the Lord and all the treasures of wisdom and knowl- she exercised not only over her friends, but even over | ‘4nsactions, was paralyzed with astonishment. Hu 











edze. Inexpressible and everlasting joy beamed forth 
ou every countenance of its inhabitants. But while | 
beheld them elevated to such an altitude of happiness, 
Icould not but lament the paucity of their numbers: 
when turning my eyes from the Temple, 1 beheld upon 
the sides of the mountain, “xtending from the top of it 
to its base, and from thence filling a long, dark and 
gloomy valley beyond the ken of the naked eye, and 
interrupted with bogs and dismal swamps, multitudes 
of people of all orders, ranks and grades. All nations 
aud kindreds of men were to be seen at one view. In 
some places distinct clans were seen separated from 
the rest, and seemed to look with abhorrence on the 
multitude, while the multitude viewed them with 
equal contempt. In some parts of the valley, as well 
4s upon the sides of the mountain, except near its sum- 
mit, Were seen multitudes indiscriminately mingling 
together, of Pagans, Mahometans, Jews, and even pro- 
fessing Christians, yet no harmony or felicity existing 
among any of them. Most of them seemed intensely 
engaged in what they called Religion: yet, what one 


called religion, another would call heresy or blasphe~ 


my, or something worse. They were pursuing various 
and strange phantoms, bowing down to various and 
strange gods, and believing in, and rigidly adhering to 
various inconsistent and contradictory books and sys- 
tems of religion. Here were seen the Mussulman with 
his alcoran, boasting of the greatness and divine inspi- 
ration of Gods chosen prophet, Mahomet, who was its 
author; the Jew, with his Talmud declaring it to be 
Ff divine authenticity, and the only true explication of 
the law and the will of God ; the Scandinavian, plead- 
MS tor the truth and correctness of his Edda; the in-' 


her enemies. Enthusiasm with herignis-fatuus in her 


‘hand, ran through the midst of the crowd, often chang- | 
crying out, | Ws on her way towards the Temple, though unable 


| to reach the mountain’s top without assistance, cast 


ing her course, her name and her dress, 
here is the temple of happiness for which you are all 


seeking. Come, behold! now is your time to enter, | °°" mi 
| their wretched condition. She no sooner saw, than 


/she was shocked at the sight, and turned aside, aghast, 


or never, &c. Thousands flocked around her, and fol- 
lowed in her train wherever she went, imagining 
‘without a doubt that they had arrived at the summit 
of the mountain ; and the eyes of their understanding 
were so enlightened that they imagined that they 


imagired they could see the temple in all its beauty | 


and magnificence; could behold the angels of bliss 
seated in glory, and even hold intercourse with the 
Deity himself. But their triumph of joy was generally 
of short duration: for the light they had seen was too 
| dazzling to their eyes, and would either dim or totally 


extinguish their sight, so that a milder light would sel- ; 
‘dom discover to them the true temple of which they) 


‘were in pursuit; and soon, infidelity, taking advan- 
tage of their blindness, would lay her cold hand apon 
them and chain them down in her frosty climate to 
perpetual night. 

Truth, who had hitherto sat a silent and pensive 
spectator, now rose and elevating her voice, attempted 
to be heard. She inveighed in the strongest terms 
against the proceedings of the bewildered multitude | 
and their infatuating leaders. But her voice had little | 
or no influence on the minds of the multitude. Igno- 
rance heard it not.—Superstition inveighed against it | 
in the bitterest language. Tradition was unacquaint- | 
ed with the sentiments. Bigotry stopped both her | 
ears and steeled her heart. And Enthusiasm smothered 
the sound of her voice in the vehemence of her vocif-| 


| 


j 
' 
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manity mourned, aud tears of blood gushed from her 
weeping eyes. Reason, who had left the vale, and 


her eyes back to the crowd in the valley, to behold 


from beholdipg the scene ; though she would fainhave 
lent them her assistance, but she knew her voice 
would not be heard. Faith staggered, and had like 
to have fallen, on looking at the marvellous and un- 
accountable scene. ‘The lamp of Hope, that had 
hitherto shone with some little light, was now almost 
extinguished. And Charity, with weeping eyes, stand- 
ing at the portals of the temple, and taking a ‘survey 
of the multitude below, after a long and deep-drawn 
sigh, exclaimed, ‘* O my Father and my God! is this 
the sad inevitable fate of man? Is there no remedy 
for all this evil? Is there no antidote for all this mis- 
ery?” 

No sooner had Charity finished her apostrophe than 


|seven thunders uttered their voices; the mountain 


trembled to its base; the glory of the Most High was 
revealed upon it; I saw it to be Mount Zion, the holy 


| habitation of our God; *“*the Lord suddenly came to 


his temple ;”? and Jesus, the Lamb of God, appeared 
in shining robes of white, “the chiefest among ten 


| thousands, and the one altogether lovely.”? His ap- 


pearance was glory and excellence miugled with beau- 
ty. His voice was soothing and gentle as the voice 
ofange!s. A’ mildness and placid ben‘gnity shone im 
his countenance; and his penetrating eyes beamed 


forth benevolence tothe world. By his side stood 





| 
| 
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Religion, his fair companion, dressed in her modest 


robe of simplicity. Her appearance was the most en-|dews of evening were fast falling around me. I has- 


gaging, and her influence the most salutary of apy 
thing I had ever seen before. In the train of Jesus 
and his Religion, fellowed all the mild graces, virtues 
& excellencies. He descended towards the valley with 
his numerous and lovely train. Truth led the van; 
Candour and Reason followed in close succession.— 
Mercy and Justice, Meekness and Equity, Piety and 
Sincerity, were his inseparable companions. Faith 
stood upright, and looked with steady, undeviating 
eye to the illustrious Leader. Hope’s dying lamp re- 
vived again. And Charity with silken cords united 
them together in the bonds of Peace. As he approach- 
ed the valley, all eyes were fixed uponhim. Some 
viewed with wonder, and gazed with admiring joy ,; 
some with contempt; some with hatred, and others 
with fear. 

Prejudice cried out, ‘* Can any good thing come out 
of Nazareth?” ‘ Crucify him, crucify him,’ exclaim- 
ed Bigotry. ‘‘ Why, what evil hath he done?” repli-. 
ed Candour. At length the illustrious Monarch spoke : 
“Tam the way, the (ruth and the léght. Come unto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give yourest: take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
me, for [am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall 
find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.””. He stretched his golden sceptre of ' 
peace over their heads, and extended it towards the 
dark recess of the valley. Around his head shone a 
refulgent blaze of glory, brighter than the meridian 





sun. Light refulgent darted from his eyes. And he ‘any for endless misery, or on purpose for the torments | human nature was corrupt, sensual and devilish? | 
took to himself his mighty power, and did reign trium- ofhell. This you said would be an impeachment of | scarcely believe you will admit this. 
phant over all. Ignorance was immediately annihila-| his character; yet you intimated that many would be | YoU 8° strenuously contend that the natural state of 
ted, or vanished witii the mists that hang over her.—)| cast into an endless hell, notwithstanding it would |™®? 'S 4 state of depravity and sin? 


Superstition was unmasked and stripped of all her gav-| 
dy apparel, her livery and her vai! ; and as she could 
not endure to be treated either with contempt or neg- 
lect, she immediately disappeared, and was never 
heard of afterwards. ‘Tradition and bigotry could no 
longer be believed or obeyed ; and soon fled into the 
dark vale of oblivion. 
asm was extinguished, or absorbed in the milder, but 
superior effulgence of the Sun of Righteousness. In- | 
fidelity, who never was moved, or known to shed a| 
tear before, was melted into contrition and deep peni- 
tency, and bowed to the sceptre of Jesus.  Intoler-, 
ance, whose adamantine, and hitherto invulnerable | 
heart had never been pierced before, whom Pity could. 
never move, nor sizhs affect, received her fatal wound 
from the well-directed and infallible arrows of Truth | 
and Reason. 

In short,every enemy to man,every foe to Happiness, 
was either annihilated, or subdued, and Immanuel 
reigned the conguerer of all. Discord and confusion, 
jealousy and fear, gave way to harmony and peace, 
sonfidence and joy. Every knee bowed submissive, 
and every tongue was vocal with praise. 

At length a bright convey of angels, with fluttering 





pinions, descended from the temple, and with Jesus at | have been actuated by a principle of infinite cruelty. j all their natural actions are offensive in the s 


a 


The silver moon wasrising in the east, and the chill | 
tened to my room, not a little affected and charmed at 
the glory and beauty of the scene | had beheld. Even | 
now while I write, the remembrance of it is dear to 
my heart; and I cannot but hope and believe, that 
the process and conclusion of the mediatorial kingdom 
of Jesus, in its final consummation, will more than 
equal the beauty and glory which appeared in this 
short Revery. Ds. | 

Langdon, Sept. 10, 1824. 
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To the Rev. Mr. Britt, of Sandwich, Minister in the 
Methodist Society. 
Rev. Sir, 
I heard you deliver a discourse in Middleborough 
on the 17th inst. at Capt. A-—s, and as you endeav- | 
oured to maintain some sentiments and ideas, which to 


me appeared rather inconsistent and unreasonable, I) 
_it be, that the vatural state of man is corrupt, sensual 


purpose to offer a few suggestions on the same, hoping 
that you and I may profit thereby. When a preacher 
asserts propositions in public without the testimony of; 
Scripture and reason, I feel in duty bound to reject | 
them. I do not expect that I can state vour assertions | 
verbatim, but I shall endeavour to do them no injus- | 
tice. In the first place, you stated, with apparent | 
confidence, that God had created all mankind for hap- | 
piness, and that you did not believe that he ever made | 


impeach his character to make them for that purpose. 
That God knew what would be the final condition of 
all his rational beings before he made them, you will 
not, and cannot possibly deny. Thus Sir, why is it 
not as great an impeachment of the divine character 
to say that he has created rational beings which he all 





The ignis-fatuus of Enthusi- | tne while knew would be cast into an endless hell, as ' fulness there is in us. Man in simple nature possesse 


to suppose he created them exclusively for that pur- | 


pose? Yea, is it not a greater impeachment of his 
character, to say that he has created beings for a pur- 
pose which will never be accomplished, but eternally 
frustrated? To say that some will be eternally dam- 
ned, whom God made to be saved, is virtually saying 
that his purposes will be frustrated; and to suppose 
that he has created beings without any purpose at all, 
is degrading the omnicient God, and placing him be- | 
low finite man! It is generally admitted, that God | 
foreknows all events, and that whatever he does, he 

always meant todo; hence he says, **my counsel] | 


shall stand, and | will doall my pleasure; * who | 


worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.” | 
I believe that if God ever has made a being on pur- | 
pose for endless damnation, or has created any | 
whom he knew would be endlessly miserable, he must | 
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unto me every knee shall bow, and every toneue 
shall swear, surely shall say, in the Lord have I 
righteousness and strength.” 

You also represented our first parents as being made 
upright and in a state of perfect innocence, and that 
by disobeying the commands of God, they sinned and 
fell, and all their posterity with them ; and in order to 
maintain that those whio die in infancy will be saved 
you supposed that the Lamb of God has taken away 
the sin which the world committed in Adam, so that 
all his posterity were immediately made alive in 
Christ, and consequently are born in a justified state 
or a state of perfect innocence, in which Adam eis 
created. You contended that it was unreasonable 
and absurd to suppose that infunts are born wicked, 
and that any of them are damued, as this would be 
charging God with extreme cruelty, for Christ says of 
infants, ‘‘of such is the kingdom of heaven,” &c. Yoy 
also contended that the natural state of mankind was 
corrupt, depraved and earthly, sensual and develish, 
&c. Now Sir, it appears to me that your ideas contain 
some gross inconsistencies and absurdities, for how can 





and develish, when in simple nature they were crea- 
ted innocent and upright, and are all born ina justifi- 
ed state, as you express it? Surely they, (all men) 
were created, and are born in a natural state, or state 
of nature! Were not those infants our Saviour took 

in his arms in a state of simple nature? This, I think, 
must be admitted. You also say that Christ Jesus 
took upon him human nature, and do you think his 


Theu why do 


I cannot think 
that you would advocate sucha palpable absurdity, 
were you not partially under the iufluence of the tra- 
ditions and superstitious of men. Sir, | think it is not 
the nature of man nor the ability with which God has 
endowed him that is bad, but it is the wrong use ot 
the abilities we possess, which constitutes all the sin 


no power, ability, passion, or appetite, that is evil i 
itself; nor any thing that could, with strict propriety, 
be dispensed with. ‘That these several properties 
may be productive of good, it is necessary that they 
should be governed according to the dictates of wis- 
dom, prudence and understanding ; this done, and all 
is right, and just as it should be. For if this is pot ad- 
mitted we must suppose that the supreme Ruler of the 
Universe has implanted in man,in simple vature, those 
principles which are vicious in themselyes,which none 
will allow, who admit the assential attributes of the 
Deity. Many persons have taken delight in represen- 
ting the human family to be in love with all evil, and 
opposed to all good, who do every thing they ought 
not, and leave undone every thing they ought to do. 
It has been said that men are naturally prone to evil ; 


that it iseasier for them to do wrong than right: that 
ight of 


their head, conducted the admiring and rejoicing mul- | To suppose this,would not only be an impeachment of | God, whom it is impossible for them to please while in 
titude to Zion’s lofty summit, and entered the Temple | his divine character, but contrary to his revealed will | their natural state ; that until they have another oa 
of Happiness, whose pearly gates on golden hinges, | and purpose. St. Paul tells us, Eph. i. 10, 11, what | ture they will hate goodness and God as much as cay 
a were ‘‘ lifted up, that the King of glory might come | his will and purpose is respecting the salvation of all|!ove evil! Now dear Sir, look at this sentiment, a 
4! ‘n.”” The temple was lighted by the glory of the Lord; |men: * Having made known unto us the mystery of | then look around among the human race, and 208 | 


and its dazzling brightness far outshone the light of | his will, which he has purposed in himself, that in the | they correspond with the description given of wes 
the sun, moon, and stars. The tabernacle of God was | dispensation of the fulness of time, he might gather to-}!s it natural for the husband to hate his wife? 43 } 


‘here, and God himself condescended to reside among gether in one, all things in Christ, both which are in| »atural for parents to hate their children? Is it natu- 
i ‘hem, and glorify them with himself. No sigh, no| earth and which are in heaven in Him.” Acain, i. | ral for brothers and sisters to hate each other? Is it 
murmur was heard throughout the innumerable throng. | ‘fim. ii. 4,5,6, ‘*Who will have all men to be saved and | natural for you, Sir, to hate God? If it were £0, zl 

Vhose faces, once bedewed with tears, were wiped | come to the knowledge of the truth, for there is one | conscience, which is a part of your nature, would no 











{ 
‘ 
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Hi dry by the soft hand of Immanuel. The most perfect | God, and one Mediator between God and men, the | teach you that it is wrong, and you would not a 
nh felicity prevailed among them all. The song of Moses} Van Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ranson for all,} that it was wrong. Sin, instead of making you sorr A 
| a and the Lamb was sung; and paeans of everlasting | to be testified in due time.” Agreeable to this, he ful, would give you joy and peace. It hes easy 4” 
; soy reverbrated through the air. The music of angel: | says, ** Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends| pleasing to do that which is natural: it is bard to 1 
av 


We eat, and drink, 
It we could 


ti mingled in their strains, till at leneth their exhilara- | of the earth, for | am God, and there is none else: J{ that which is unnatural. 
ting and enrapturous notes aroused me from my slum-/ have sworn by myself, and the word has gone out of sleep; it is natural; it gives us comiort. 


Hi hers ‘ A ° mn 
r! ets. wy mouth in righteousness, and shal! not returp, that| not do this we could not live. 


The scriptures 58) 
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that ‘the soul that sinneth shall die;” that “the way 
of transgressors is hard’? but if it were natural to sin 
and transgress, it would not be hard but easy. Sir, it 
‘sevident by scripture, that men are not naturally 
evil, for St. Paul, in describing some very wicked peo- 
ple, says, that they were ‘*without natural affection.” 
Now if to be without natural affection be wicked, then 
men are naturally good. Paul also declares, that “the 
Gentiles which have not the law, do by nature the 
things contained in the law.” Hence the idea that 
men are naturally evil is false. 


You also appeared to be greatly astonished that any | 


person should think that infants were punished in the 
future state! For God to torment them hereafter you 
thought would be unmerciful and cruel; (and so do 1) 
but you did not think it would be cruel nor unmerciful 
after they were permitted to grow up and stray away 
ip sin and wretchednes:, for God to torment them for 
it as long ashe exists! You think it would be cruelty 
in God to punish infants, yet you think it would be an 
act of great mercy aod benevolence in God to create 
millions of infants whom he knew would suffer endless 
misery. And Sir, notwithstanding you contend so hard 
that it would be cruelty in God to punish infants and 
idiots,you believe that God has made a Devil, (or that 
he has made something else that has made a devil,} 
who is permitted to wander about tempting and de- 
ceiving his innocent vffspring, who will finally subdue 
and overcome a great part of them with endless tor- 
ment! 





EN- 


But Sir, is not this frankly charging God with injus- PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL CONV 
tice? And are not such sentiments in exact opposition | TION OF UNIVERSALISTS, SEPT. 1824. 
to the word of God, which says, “I the Lord search| Agreeably to adjournment, the members composing 
the heart and try the reins, to give to every man ac- the General Convention of Universalists, for the New- 
cording to his ways and according to the fruit of his’ England States and others, assembled at Strafford, Vt. 
doings.” “Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall on Tuesday evening, Sept. 14, 1824; and after uniting 
not go unpunished.” ‘Who will by no means clear! with Br. Edward Turner in thanksgiving and prayer, 
the guilty.” ‘‘In the day thou eatest thereof thou organized the Council as follows: 

shalt surely die.” ‘ Behold the righteous shall be| 1. Chose Br, Edward Turner, Moderator. 
recompensed in the earth; much more the wicked} 2. Chose Br. Hosea Ballou, Clerk. 

aud the sinner.” But perhaps you think it was not| 3. Chose Br. Sebastian Streeter, Assistant Clerk. 
charging God with injustice, on the ground that he} 4. Chose Brs. Hosea Ballou, Robert Bartlett, and 
will make up the punishment to the delinquent in eter- | Sebastian Streeter, a Committee to receive applica- 
nity, who has escaped the demerit of his sins here,&c. | tions for letters of fellowship, or for ordination ; to ex- 
But let us examine this ground, dear Sir, and see if; amine the candidates, and report to the Convention 


after all, it does not admit that some sinners will not 
be punished for their sins,nor according to their deeds, 
neither here nor hereafter. Well then, we will sup- 
pose that here is a sinner that has lived ninety years 
in sin, for which he has received buta small part of 
the punishment which is his just due; now at this ad- 
vanced age in sin, God appears and arrests him, and 
brings him immediately to repentance and to the’ 
knowledge of the truth, in which state he instantly | 
enjoys more happiness than all the world afforded him 
before. Now Sir, I ask you to tell me if this man will | 
ever be rewarded according to his works, either in 

this or the future state’? If not, do not say such senti- 








It is surely unreasonable and unscriptural to! 


ment is not charging God with injustice, and promis- 
ing the wicked a reward for iniquity. The scriptures 


during the present session. 
5. Received the credentials of delegates, and read 


letters from several Churches and Societies. 
U. Adjourued to Wednesday morning, 8 o’clock.— 


Prayer by Br. T. Whittemore. 

7. Met agreeably to adjournment. 
}). Skinner. 

8. Order of the public service for Wednesday. 

Br. Dolphus Skinner, the Introductory prayer. 

Br. Thomas Whittemore, the Sermon, from i. Cor. 
ix. 16. For though 1 preach the Gospel, I have noth- 
ing lo glory of, for necessity is laid upon me ; yea, woe 
is unto me, of I preach not the Gospel. 

Concluding prayer, Br. William Bell, 

9. The Committee on Applications for Ordination, 


Prayer by Br. 


say that God will punish infants and idiots in a future abundantly declare that God will reward men accor- | &c. reported in favor of ordaining Br. Elipbalet Case, 


state of endless suffering ; 


and it is equally absurd to/ ding to their works, and that too, in the earth. They jr. to the work of the Gospel Ministry, at large, which 


suppose that God will punish any of his offspring with | teach that sin and misery are inseparably connected ; | report heing acceptee, made the following arrange- 


a punishment that will not eventuate in their good.— | 
The Bible tells us that we are all brethren; that we | peace to the wicked; that there is tribulation and an- 
sll have one Father ; that one God has created us all; | guish on every soul of man that doeth evil;—and on 
that the Lord is good unto all, and his tender mercies }the other hand, that they who believe do enter into 


ire over all his works. It does not say that God is | 
better to infants than to adults: it says God loves the | 
world; loves sinners, and has for sinners provided “ 
Saviour, who has freely suffered and died, that they 
might live. ‘* tlerein is love, (saith the Apostle,) not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and gave 
himself for our sins. ‘ But God commendeth his 
love towards us, in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us.» Rom. v. 8. ** But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened 
va together with Christ.” Eph. ii. 45. If then God 
loves sinners as well as infants, (which must be admit- 
ted) he will not punish them without end, but only for 
their good ; hence saith the Prophet, ‘* I'he Lord will 
bot cast offforever: though he canse grief, yet will , 
he have compassion, according to the multitude of his 
mercies, for he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the | 
children of men.» Sir, we were all infants once, and 
why God permits us to sin is, 1 believe, for wise and’ 
benevolent purposes. 





Sir, what you said of original sin and the recovery , 
of man by Christ, &c. appears to me to be rather 
confused; for I cannot see why the first sin 
eur first parents committed in the garden, (before, 
they kuew good from evil,) should be so henious as to. 
render all their posterity corrupt and sinful; and that 
all the sins which they committed afterwards, and, 
the sins parents have committed ever since, should | 
have no effect on their posterity! Much might be 
eaid on this part of your subject, but as it would swell | 
thie letter beyond the limits of a sheet, it must be 
omitted. | 

In addressing the audience, I observed you intima | 
ted that God had not dealt with them according to. 
sole sins; for had he dealt with them according to’ 
their Ways and characters, and according to strict jus- 
hice, they would long since have been cast off with | 


a damned, and been made as miserable as they had Jesus. 
ade themselves sinful. &e. Such ideas are often ad-| 
y ; 
Auced by the advocates of endless sin and misery.— 


that the way of transgressors is hard; that there is no | 


rest; that the ways of wisdom are ways of pleasant- 
ness and all her paths peace; say unto the righteous, 
it shall be well with him, for he shall eat of the fruit 
of his doings. ) 
happy as they are holy, and as miserable as they are | 
sinful. Thus when we have all passed through the 
changing scenes of life, & been justly recompensed ac- 
cording to our own ways,we all stand on equal ground, | 
to receive the gift of God, which is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

You appeared to expressa great love for souls, and | 
a great desire that all might be saved: you said you | 
would bestow your all to be the means of the conver- , 
sion of one soul! you said that sinners could not real- 
ize what heart-achings and groanings the ministers of 
Christ underwent for the salvation of precious and im- 
mortal souls. You said that Christ had died for all, | 
as much for one as for another; yet you contended 





‘that many poor souls at last would be driven from the | 


arms of the Saviour who died for them, into endless 
perdition and wretchedness! Now Sir, does not the 
sentiment, that you love and desire the salvation of | 
those which you say God will eternally cast off, con- | 
vey the idea that you are better than he? —_ Does not 
such a sentiment naturally lead your hearers to place 
their love and affection on you, more than on God, as 
you would save them all had you only power sufficient, 
while your God, who is sufficient in power, will not: 
I fear, Sir, it does already have this effect. But, Sir, 
can the idea that some will be eternally damned be 
reconciled with scripture and the benevolent desires 
of Christians? no, it cannot; for the desire of God and 
Christ, Prophets and Apostles is, that the world should 
be saved; and scripture says positively, that the de- 
sire of the righteous shall be granted; that Cheist 
shall see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied ; 
that God will have all men to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth; that all shall know the 
Lcrl from the least to the greatest; that every crea- 
ture in heaven and in earth shall praise God and the 
Lamb forever and ever. Be assured, dear Sir, that 
the foregoing observations and remarks are from one 
who is a friend and well-wisher to yourself and all} 
mavkind. Yours inthe love of the truth as itis in 


Joun Maxi, JR. 





Carver, Sept. 20, 1921. 





ments for public service, on Wednesday, P. M. 

Br. Kittridge Haven, Introductory prayer. 

Br. Sebastian Streeter, the Sermon. Text, Eph. iii. 
8,9. Unto me who am less than the least of all saints, 
is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gen- 
tiles, the unsearchable riches of Christ: and to make 
all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which 


Hence we see that mankind are as ‘from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, 


who created all things by Jesus Christ 

Br. H. Ballou, the Ordaining prayer. 

Br. E. Turner, the Charge, and delivery of the 
Scriptures. 

Br. R. Bartlett, the Right Hand of Fellowship. 

Concluding prayer, by Br. Warren Skinner. 

10. By request of Br. E. Turner, voted to excuse 
him from further services, as Standing Clerk of thi 
Convention. 

11. Voted the thanks of the Convention to Br. fF. 
Turner, for the faithfulness with which he has dis 
charged the duties of his office as Standing Clerk. 

12. Chose Br. H. Ballou, 2d, Standing Clerk of the 
Convention. 

13. Appointed Brs. R. Bartlett,John FE. Palmer, anc 
D. Skinner, a Committee to visit the Northern Associ- 
ation, to be holden at Whitehall, N. Y.on the firs 
Weduesday and Thursday iv October next. 

14. Appointed Brs. E. Turner, R. Stecter, and © 
Cobb, a Committee to visit the Eastern Association, to 
convene at Wayne, Me. on the first Weduesday anc 
Thursday iv July next. 

15. Appointed Brs. R. Carrique, A. Kinsman, and 
S. R. Smith, a Committee to visit the Western Associ 
ating, to meet at Eaton’s Bush, on the first Wednes- 
day and Thursday in June next. 

16. Appointed Brs. Hosea Ballou, T. Whittemore, 
and S. Streeter, a Committee to visit the Southern 
Association, to assemble at Wilbraham, Mass. on the 
last Wednesday and Thursday in June next. 

17. Voted,that the N. Hampshire Universal Associa- 
tion be received into the fellowship of this Convention. 

18.. Voted to receive into fellowship with this Con 
vention, the Rockingham Association of Universalists. 

19. Appointed Brs. E, Smith, L. Willis, and D. 
Skinner, a Committee to visit the New-l/amy hire 
\ssociation, to convene at Hancock, N. WU. om the 2d 
Wednesday and ‘Thursday m Jane next. 
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20. Appointed Brs. bk. ‘lurner, J. Wood, and T. 
Whittemore, a Committee to visit the | 
Association of Universalists at Notingham, N. H. on! ‘ . 2 ING 
the first Wednesday and Thursday in Sept. 1825. wit acai  eanhonigee eal 


21. The following Societies were respectively recei-_ (Concluded from page 56.) 


H . ® . « « 4 sid- 
ved into fellowship with the General Convention :— | —— “ore nn ce wee ay 
ered salvation from hell or the endless wrath of God 


The Society of Universalists in Lempster, N. H.; the | ae 
y P Pe 'was all that sinners needed. He does not intimate 


Society of Universalists in Springfield, N. H.; the twats ; ” 2 he 
Universalist Society in Waterford, Vt. and the Second a oe go Pheng - ee ee a ble 
Society of United Christian Friends in the city of N.Y. | ne een rape. oniegenge: 


22, Adjourned to 8 o’clock Thursday, A. M. rape am - 
ibs | deserves, is either contained in sin at the time it is 


23. Met agreeably to adjournment, and commenced | : : ' 
a fern Seat Reese. committed, or it follows afterwards as a natural and 
the labours of the day in devout thanksgiving and 


prayer by Br. Micajah Coburn | Mecessary Consequence, without any pain inflicted by 
p ag Roar sk:4 —_ the Deity ; inflic re ast pain on the 
24. The Committee on application for letters of fel- eS ee ee eee ee 


. in 4 k | sinner, as a punishment of his sin, is manifestly unjust 
lowship, Nec. reported in favour of a letter to Br. Mica- | F P Ae 
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jah Coburn, and the report was unanimously accepted. | . ‘ ' 
Se : : ’ ; ; its finger into a candle, should suffer great pain, 

25. Heard the report of the Committees appointed | ; : 
pes ies i a ' surely it would not, besides that pain, deserve chas- 

at the last Session of the Convention to visit the differ- ||. ape ee 
ae tisement : because all the evil of its imprudence, con- 

ent Associations. 

26. The following resolve was unanimou:ly passed:, |. . 
sy , , | self, is the full punish its imprudence. ‘Lhere- 
Resolved, that in future, in all instances of difficulty | ‘ ee ey eng 


an , -_ fore, to inflict th is 8 unjust 
enisting between brethren in the Ministry, or | : ere ee eee ee oe One 


er aud cruel. Toapply this: al al evil of whicl 
hetween a bBrother in the Ministry and a “ adie ie tg Se . t an oo pis ne a om 
° ° ° ‘ { 1 r.o s 4 s < oO ss ° 

Charch or Society in fellowship with the General | shen Ss Con Se es Pa vor Sy 


Convention, it shall be the duty of such parties to set- | a — — vA ponigg a non a gets ma 
tle their Giference by a mutual Council. chosen of | to punish the child just supposed ; or to punish a man 
Be : ' because he will walk with pebbles in his shoes, will 


such as are in fellowship with the Convention; and! |... ; ' ; 
: ‘ whip himself, or will bring on himself the pain ot hun- 
should either party refuse to submit the case to such , : : , 
‘ger, by going without his ordinary meal.” 


a Council, the other shall have aright to choose an : ; ate . 
‘ ; Dalla? It is believed by the orthodox, that sin is permitted 
exparte Council, and the decision in either case shall sie 
_or decreed for the highest glory ot God, and the great- 


be final. a . 
27. Br. S. Streeter reported the dissolution of his | °° Geckat Gis Uisiverse. Bence sin dose God se 


pastoral relation to the Universalist Church and Soci- h ‘th Ww ne ean, aaa 
ety at Portsmouth, N. H. and his connexion with the SS ‘ ho then does ist vm geht pte 
first Church and Society of Universalists in the city of surely, peptide . be the sinner who ‘commne — 
ee re | Hence, if sin injures no one but the sinner, who acts 
28. Order of public service, on Thursday, A. M. | wickedly, why should he be punished beside the mis- 
Pr. S. Streeter, Introductory prayer. ; ery he suffers for wrong doing, any more than the child 
Br. E. Ternér. the Sermes. from i. Cor. i. 21. Fer that burns his fingers in the candle, or the man that 
e Ete ’ “ ’ . o fe ake . : , ‘ a , . ; 
after that, inthe wisdom of God, the world by wisdom ' eee a cages es sd papa wig? — — 
knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of “ ry 4 yes Ages gy ves oe — What 
. . Pe . . . ~ s “ l . < 
preaching to save them that believe. Br. D. Skinner, | ’ , Trcireeltes yogi a ee a ¥ 
e RE OS Saha / personal right has a child to its parent’s protection 
art elon ot public eit ee oe and blessing? Are notall parents bound by the 
“Rey nS ie E. Smith iii as ek name, nature and obligation of a parent, to do all the 
Br. H a,* A i a ar xxii, Q7.-— $004 im their power to their children? And are not 
“0 ’ — - d bine ee Thou ] a hae +s) Lord ti parents bound to do all their children good,as much 
° é Sai " hat fove e . ; 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and oo ol ern are bound to Serer and ener their 
with allthy mind. This is the first and great com- | parents’ Ifa parent may release himself from obliga- 
mandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt | 1 — cw Chie good way act the child va solenene 
love thy neighbour as thyself. On these treo command- | ve = gies - ave Sue Hepewr his pate: 
ments hang ail the Law and the Prophets. Br. E. Are not these viligations mutual, and equally binding 
Case. Jr the concluding prayer |on both parties? So is not our heavenly Father as 
- ** . o . » ’ e = 
In addition to the regular services above mentioned, | SRE TOONE te So Rie eengrangs gene, ar ehay dre to ae 


, v4 : . ‘ him service? Ifhe withholds love, they may do the 
1 discourse was delivered on Wednesday evening, by | _ 
; ; > jsame. If he loves, then his commands are reasonable, 


Rr. D. Ski Rais Tice 1 OF. ae ce an | 
ir. DU. Skinner, from James, i. 27; another by Lr. FE. : ; 
‘< : : P y when he requires them to love him and one another. 
Smith, at the lower villace. from Acts xvi. 17; and 
. otk . —_ ,. | What should we say of an earthly parent who makes 
others on Thursday eveuing, by Br. L. Willis, and Br. Nia ; r ; . 
half of his children as miserable as possible in order to 


make the rest as happy as possible? Should we not 


J. E. Palmer. 

30. Appointed Br. §. Streeter to prepare the Min- 
ules of this Convention for the press, and to accompa- | C@!! suci: conduct wicked partiality, injustice and cru- 
ny the same with an appropriate Circular. elty? But accordiug to Dr. E. God, the all good and 

31. Voted that the Minutes of the proceedings of |JUSts makes a large portion of his own offspring on pur- 
this Convention be published in the Universalist Mag- | Pose for never ending misery, to glorify himself and 
azine, and also in the respective periodical publica-| Promote the happiness of others! How gratifying 
tions of our order. must this notion be toa self-righteous pharisaic heart ! 

J2. Having finished the business of the session, we In p. 64, Dr. E. reasons in a way to subvert his own 
united with Br. Hosea Ballen in devout thanks to God |system. He says, ‘any crime or sin, after it has been 
for the refreshing season enjoyed by our souls, and in | punished according to strict distributive justice, is not 
fervent prayer for the repetition of like favours, and the just object of disapprobation or punishment.” Ac- 
rE ar hv gm a Hartland, Vt. on the third cording to this, Joseph’s brethren sinned, and were 
" Grender S. SrRrerer. punished accordingly; therefore it was not a just ob- 





2 Se ee 


DIED IN THIS CLlTy, themselves and Joseph. 
On Friday, 24th ult. Miss Lydia Wright, daughter} ‘The same may be said of the unbelieving crucifiers 
of Vir. Nathaniel W. aged 29. 
in Weymouth, on the 24th ult. Mrs. Mary Dyer, 
wile of Capt. Sam Dyer, aged 34. 





of Jesus. All the righteous blood from the foundation 
of tue world came upon that generation. Why may 





. 


jand true. He says, ‘All that punishment which it, 


{and absurd. Ifa child, in consequence of thrusting | 


sists in bringing on itself that pain, and that pain it- | 


damage or injury; neither does it damage or injure | 


ject of disapprobation. God ordered it for the good of 


not the saine be said of all sin and punishment that 
takes place inthis world? Where have we evideace 
that sin and its wages extend beyond death? 

Dr. E. says, p. 68, “* that he does not find that Dr. 
; Chauncy has any where in his book given us a defini 
| tion of vindictive punishment, as he ought most ce;: 
tainly to have done.’? And one good reason may be 
Dr. C. did not believe in vindictive punishment. He 
| might use the term vindictive without meaning to con- 
_vey the idea which orthodoxy understands by it. Dr, 





/C. might mean by the word vindictive, the same that 
| Chevalier Ramsay dic, viz: ** That dispensation of 
| God, by which he pursues vice with all sorts of tor- 
| ments, till it is totally extirpated, destroyed and anni- 
‘lated’? Dr. E. asks, ** What then is a disciplinary 
| punishment? ‘This definition perfectly confounds dis- 
( ciplinary and vindictive punishment.” 

In page 123, Dr. EF, says, that Dr. C*s. argument is, 
that siu deserves po more than a temporary punish 
ment, because it is committed in a finite duration,.— 
With the same strength of argument it may be said 
sin deserves not a punishment of ages of ages, but a 
punishment of no longer duration than seventy years, 
because it is committed in the space of seventy years,” 
True. 

Page 157, Dr. E. seems to miss the truth in almost 
every road he attempts to walk in. He says, Christ 
must redeem men from punishment, because he re- 
deems them from the curse of the law. Where dowe 
read of Christ’s redeeming men from endless mifery, 
or from any misery ? He redeemed them from all ini- 
quity; from death, and the grave, (or hell.) Cursed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree, or suffers a violent 
death. Christ can save his people from their sins, and 
redeem them from death, which is the curse of the 
law. 

Dr. E. in p. 190, supposes that sin does, or is a dam- 
age to the universe. Yet he supposes that God tore- 
ordained that sin should come into existence; of 
; course God foreordained a damage to the universe.— 
If God may decree a damage to the universe, he may 
decree the endless misery of his creatures. Sin may 
be a damage to individuals if they are to be endlessly 
'miserable ; but how that can be a damage to the uni- 
| verse, which is for the greatest good of the universe, l 
ido not perceive. If it be said, that sin in itself consid- 
peothe or its own nature and tendency, would prove & 
| damage to the universe, did not God overrule it for 
|his glory and the good of the universe ; I reply, tbat 
God, as an impartially good being, cannot rob one 
creature of all'good,to increase it in others. This would 
be injustice. God is as much bound, as a morally 
good king, to do good to his creatures, as to make 
them. How could God be considered a good being; 
were he make all his creatures wicked and miserabie 
to all eternity ? 

To conclude these remarks, | would observe, Dr. 
E. displays considerable ability, in pointing out the 
absurdity of some of Dr.'C’s. principles ; but it appears 
to me, his own scheme is attended with as great ab- 
surdities. If his ship has the heaviest metal, be runs 
her aground while fighting his antagonist. So - 
both appear to be unmanageable. The crews shou 
flee out of them both to the true gospel-ship, where all 
shall be rewarded according to their works, and all 
saved in Christ Jesus. Seek TROTS-_ 
dan at rersalist Magazine. 
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Rey. A. Kinsman, Granville, ae 


AENR¥ BOWE 





Octc ber 2, 1824. 

















